Heroin 


The rising availability and use in SEA as well as SA heroin poses a serious issue, especially in the 
Chicago region. (See Appendix A for results to NDIC National Drug Threat Survey 2000.) While the 
majority of addicts of heroin Chicago have a background of African American, heroin abuse by white 
youths is growing significantly in Chicago suburbs. Chicago is the most popular location for heroin, as 
well as the point of entry to heroin that is destined to other areas of the Great Lakes Region and the 
Midwest. 


Nigerian as well as Colombian Black Tar Heroin traffickers employ commercial aircrafts as couriers 
and package service to transport heroin to the State. Mexican DTOs are the ones that transport 
Mexican heroin to Chicago using the same techniques that are used to transport other drugs across to 
the Southwest Border. The majority of retail sales of heroin in Chicago are located in the West Side in 
a vast open-air market for drugs, that is dominated by street gangs of African descent like Gangster 
Disciples and the Vice Lords. Gangster Disciples and the Vice Lords. 


The Costs of Heroin 


If it's true that heroin is more affordable than opioid prescriptions, then how much does Heroin Cost? 
The price of heroin is based on several variables. The first is the type of heroin and also the general 
availability on the streets as well as how the heroin is processed and cut. The more pure the heroin, 
generally , the more costly, however, it's not difficult to market something and claim it's pure, only to 
discover that it's actually mixed with other drugs. 


If you looked at 0.1 grams of heroin purchased on the street the price would likely vary from $15 to 
$20 in the majority of states in the U.S. 


If you're a regular user of heroin the habit can cost you anything between $150 and $200 per day, 
based on the majority of estimates. 


In comparison to other drugs, heroin is cheap. The most surprising thing is that in many states the 
cost of a heroin bag is less expensive than a pack of cigarettes. There are a lot of places that will allow 
you to purchase bags of heroin at a cost of $5. The price in New York City the estimated price of a bag 
is around $10. 


Why Is Heroin So Cheap? 


The price of heroin varies according to the location in which it is sold. As drug cartels have observed 
the people fall in love with expensive opioids, they've listened about the regions they see the need to 
provide. They developed new production systems and networks in order they could supply heroin to 
those experiencing a pricey habit. 


There's only a tonne of heroin saturating the market, keeping the cost low. 


In order to compare heroin with the price of prescription drugs An 80-milligram tablet of something 
similar to Oxycontin can cost as much as $80, according to numerous reports. There are also efforts to 
make these substances more difficult to acquire and difficult to use, which is why instead of just 
quitting some people, they are able to shift to heroin. The average price for painkillers in the United 
States is usually between 60 to $100 per pill. 

There's a second reason, aside from the cost and availability that encourages users to switch from 
prescriptions to heroin as well, and that's it's simpler to take. The issue was discussed in the past, but 
there are initiatives underway to stop people from using and use prescription painkillers and they are 
available with extended low doses. 


This means that in order to use these drugs to get the desired high the user would have to crush the 
drug and either snort it , or developed a solution that they could inject. A lot of pills are more difficult 
to crush today and even when mixed with water it's not necessarily dissoluble until the level it needs 
to be to be injected. 


Heroin, in contrast is readily available after purchase. It is an extremely fine powder or like tar 
substance and is ready to use in just a few minutes. 


What is the cost of heroin? In short, it's considerably cheaper than prescription diploids bought in the 
streets. In fact, in certain areas it's possible to purchase bags of heroin in less than $5. However, the 
cost and availability are fueling the heroin epidemic that is destroying lives across the nation. 


Abuse 


Heroin addiction in the Chicago region is a major issue that has grown over the last decade. In the 
Chicago Police Department reports that heroin abuse is on the rise and ranks heroin as the second- 
highest danger to its territory. Indices of abuse of heroin like admissions to treatment or overdoses 
within Chicago have been rising in the past 10 years according to CEWG figures. 


The increasing number of suburban users contribute to the rising demand for heroin. The year 1998 
saw Chicago mentioned heroin in ED for five times higher than the number of mentions in the entire 
United States. In total, DAWN data from 1991 to 1998 show a significant rise of 288 percent in the 
number of Heroin mentions of ED per 100,000 in Chicago. In 1996, more than 70% of drug users of 
Chicago declared themselves to be daily users. This is more than twice the amount of crack users who 
acknowledged regular use. 


Although the majority of heroin users are in Chicago tend to be African American, heroin abuse by 
white young people is rising dramatically in the Chicago region. Between 1997 between 1998 and 
1997 there an increase of 26 percent on heroin ED mentions in Caucasians and the increase was 6 
percent for African Americans, and a five percent increase in Hispanics. Chicago Police Department 
narcotics officers are detaining more suburban white teenagers for buying heroin than in the previous 
years. 


